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It was a long road to trust for Trish and "Tequila"  

Trish Bowman had a life-long love of horses and had loved racing for nearly as long. When she 
hit adulthood at the age of 18, she decided to take the plunge into horse ownership by purchasing 
a retiring racehorse. 

What Trish didn’t know what that this fresh-faced three-year-old filly had some major skeletons 
in her closet, and she would test Trish in ways she’d never imagined. 

“She was extremely nervous, skittish, and was literally afraid of her own shadow,” said Trish, “I 
was a naïve 18-year-old who was finally able to do what I wanted to do and buy my own horse.” 

The filly, Genie in the Skys (nicknamed Tequila), made everything difficult. She was incredibly 
sensitive and was a serial over-reactor. The mare had a flight response like none Trish had ever 
seen, which resulted in a number of broken halters and cross ties and many moments that made 
Trish question her purchasing decision and her horsemanship. 

“There were so many times when I thought, ‘what have I gotten myself into?’” said Trish. 
“When I thought we were taking a step forward in building our relationship, something would 
happen and we would take ten steps back. Every time it felt like we were starting all over again 
from square one.” 
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It wasn’t long after Trish purchased Tequila that she got a job working on the backside at Parx 
Racing as a hot walker and later, a groom. The horses at the track helped Trish better understand 
Tequila, and in turn, Trish’s experiences with Tequila helped her successfully handle the most 
nervous horses in her barn. 

“She was teaching me as much as I was teaching her, and I believe that really strengthened our 
relationship,” Trish said. 

 
Tequila’s issues stemmed primarily from her eyesight problems 

Eventually she decided to move her new horse to a boarding stable in Bensalem, Pa., near where 
she lived and worked in order to be able to spend more time with Tequila, and before the move, 
she had her veterinarian come out to issue a coggins, health certificate, and perform a general 
wellness exam. The findings immediately connected all of the dots. 

“That day I found out that she had impaired vision in both of her eyes and that it was probably 
the reason for many of her issues,” said Trish. “It broke my heart for her. She has to 
overcompensate in order to see, and shadows are exaggerated.” 

It took a lot of time, feed, encouragement, and Acepromazine to coax the filly into the trailer, but 
once she was at her new home in Bensalem, the change in her behavior happened rapidly. With 
the new insight into what motivated Tequila’s apprehension or fear in certain situations and the 
added time Trish was able to spend with her, the filly underwent a transformation that was just as 
physically apparent as it was in her demeanor. 

“She became a completely different horse,” said Trish. “She was putting on a considerable 
amount of weight and becoming more confident in her surroundings. I did everything at her pace 
and started realizing how intelligent she really was.” 

Together the pair began tackling goals, starting small and working their way up to the big stuff. 



 
 

 
Tequila and Trish get in the Christmas spirit together 

“It may not sound like much to most people, but there were things like fly spray, puddles, cross 
ties, and mane pulling  - it took a long time and a lot of patience, but we can now do them 
effortlessly,” said Trish. 

While Trish has never aspired to compete in horse shows, she does enjoy dabbling in dressage, 
jumping and trail riding with Tequila. Their favorite activity together, though, is to ride around 
the farm bareback with simply a halter and a lead rope. 

“She is now seven years old and is my best friend, but it took every ounce of patience and 
perseverance that I had for her to trust me and for our relationship to flourish,” said Trish. “I 
believe we were meant to find each other so we could learn from each other. Tequila is my 
inspiration and my reference in my work with other racehorses.” 

THE DEETS: 
Name: Genie in the Skys (a.k.a. “Tequila”) 
Born: April 28, 2007 
Color: Dk b/br 
Sire: Mazel Trick 
Dam: Glory Rain 
Sale History: None 
Race Record: 3-0-0-0 
Race Earnings: $450 

If you have or know of a retired Thoroughbred with an interesting story to tell, we’d love to hear 
about it! Just email Jen Roytz (Jenlroytz@gmail.com) with the horse’s Jockey Club name, 
background story, and a few photos. 

Jen Roytz was the marketing and communications director at Three Chimneys Farm in Midway, 
Kentucky. She is a freelance writer and marketing and public relations consultant for various 
Thoroughbred, sport horse, and non-equine entities. She can also still be found on the back of an 
OTTB most days. 

Contact Jen on Facebook and Twitter. 
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