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"Jersey" only cost $60, but Jenny's patience and care helped turn him into a useful, happy horse  

For most retired racers, their post-racing price tag is significantly less than their on-track 
earnings. Damascus Eagle made only $84 in his two lifetime starts, but even after he was well 
into his second career as a lesson horse, he still didn’t buck that trend. 

“I can remember when they offered him to me he’d just galloped down the hill after having 
dumped his rider over a cross rail,” said current owner Jenny Price. “I bought him with my 
week’s tip money from working at Starbucks…a whole $60.” 

That was in 2005. Back then, the only dependable thing about “Jersey,” as he’s known around 
the barn, was how absolutely undependable he was. He spooked at everything and was wary of 
everyone. Today, Jersey is on the cusp of his 25th birthday and has racked up the ribbons and 
miles as the “horse of a lifetime” for Jenny. 

“We’ve come a long way,” started Jenny as she reminisced about all they’ve been through 
together. “When I got him, you couldn’t leave him in crossties. He’d literally lay down and break 
his halter. He was such a nervous nelly. Whatever his life was like before we found each other, it 
really did a number on him.” 

The two found each other at Devon Equestrian Academy in San Dimas, Calif., the riding stable 
where Jenny was taking lessons. Jenny was riding a friend’s horse in regular lessons, but he was 
getting older and started having issues with a tendon. Jenny enjoyed a challenge, and Jersey 
enjoyed unintentionally challenging riders, and the two just clicked. 

While nobody seemed to know what Jersey’s life had been like between when he stopped racing 
and when he arrived at the lesson barn, Jenny knew that she wanted to make his life easier and 
less stressful. 

“He just needed stability,” said Jenny. 
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Over time, Jenny and Jersey have formed a strong bond 

The pair got to know each other and a very strong bond began to form. Jersey went from being 
skeptical of everything to trusting Jenny implicitly. 

Under the tutelage of Jenny’s longtime trainer Vanessa Voight, the pair became weekend 
warriors, competing in hunter shows and gymkhanas, as well as camping and trail riding. Jersey 
was turning into quite the jack of all trades. 

“Every day was a milestone for Jersey and I,” said Jenny. “All he needed was for someone to 
believe in him, and in return he gave me the greatest thing anyone could ask for. He gave me the 
ability not only to believe in him as a horse, but also to believe in myself as well.” 

Today, Jersey enjoys long, lazy days of grazing in his pasture. While Jenny tacks him up and 
takes him for a ride occasionally, she says he’s very much retired. 

“I want him to spend his days with food constantly in front of him and no worries in the world,” 
said Jenny. “I’d love for him to spend every day he has left just how he is now. Not a care in the 
world…and lots of food. 

“People always say they had that ‘once in a lifetime horse,’ and I never fully understood that 
until now. He’s not just a horse…he’s my rock, my heart…he’s who I am.” 

THE DEETS: 
Name: Damascus Eagle (a.k.a “Jersey”) 
Born: May 17, 1991 
Color: Chestnut 
Sire: Damascus Prince 
Dam: Priscilla’s Gotcha 
Sale History:  none 
Race Record: 2-0-0-0 
Race Earnings: $84 



 
 

If you have or know of a retired Thoroughbred with an interesting story to tell, we’d love to hear 
about it! Just email Jen Roytz (Jenlroytz@gmail.com) with the horse’s Jockey Club name, 
background story, and a few photos.  

Jen Roytz was the marketing and communications director at Three Chimneys Farm in Midway, 
Kentucky. She is a freelance writer and marketing and public relations consultant for various 
entities, both equine and non-equine. She can also still be found on the back of an OTTB most 
days. 

Contact Jen on Facebook and Twitter. 
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