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August 12, 2026 
 
Re: Industry Notification of Adoption for Surface Changes in Thoroughbred 

Racing (9 NYCRR §§  4011.24, 4011.25, 4011.26, 4011.27 and 4011.28) 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On August 11, 2026, the New York State Gaming Commission adopted amendments to 
its regulations governing surface changes in Thoroughbred racing (sections 4011.24, 
4011.25, 4011.26, 4011.27 and 4011.28 of Title 9 of NYCRR). The full text of the rule is 
posted on the Gaming Commission’s website at: 
https://gaming.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2026/06/2026-06-10-surface-changes-in-
thoroughbred-racing-proposed.pdf 
 
This rulemaking amends the Commission’s Thoroughbred wagering rules to 
accommodate race changes to novel racing surfaces. Racing is anticipated to return to 
Belmont Park on September 18, 2026, with the addition of a racing surface, other than 
dirt, not previously utilized. 
 
Present wagering rules address the wagering consequences of surface changes from 
turf to non-turf surface, but do not address surface changes from a dirt surface to a 
novel non-dirt surface. To accommodate this novel racing-surface technology, the 
Commission amended the wagering surface-changes rules to accommodate 
appropriately the wagering consequences of surface changes to a course of any 
surface. 
 
Please be advised, the regulations will become effective upon publication in the State 
Register on August 26, 2026. 

 
Very truly yours, 

 
Kristen M. Buckley 
Secretary 
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