
 

 

NEW YORK STATE THOROUGHBRED BREEDING AND 

DEVELOPMENT FUND CORPORATION 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  

AD HOC COMMITTEE ON PROMOTION 

HELD MARCH 19, 2025 

 

Location: 28 Clinton Street  
     Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
 
Attendees: William Wilmot, DVM , Chair VIA PHONE 
                     Joe McMahon, Member 
                     Patricia Cifuentes, DVM, Member 
        Elizabeth Wolters, Deputy Commissioner, Agric. & Markets 
        Ralph Scunziano, Gaming Commission & Agriculture & Horse Breeding Dev. Fund 
                       
                      
Staff:  NYSTBDF Executive Director Tracy Egan 
           NYSTBDF Comptroller Kim Kurtzner 
 
Fund Executive Director Tracy Egan called the meeting to order and explained the purpose of the 
meeting was to determine how to allocate the $84,000 of 2024 surplus money.  Ms. Egan asked the 
Fund Comptroller Kim Kurtzner to discuss the surplus.  Ms. Kurtzner explained there is $144,000 of 
promotional money from the 2024 surplus to be used for promotional spending. Of which, $60,000 was 
earmarked at the November 26, 2024 promotional committee meeting for Take 2, NY Race Track 
Chaplaincy and National Museum of Racing.  Ms. Kurtzner provided a document illustrating a prorata 
allocation of the $84,000 to the Level A, B and C facilities that were determined at the November 26, 
2024 meeting. 
 
Lengthy discussion pursued about a pro-rata allocation.  Mr. McMahon had suggested that more money 
should be given to facilities that have a greater presence in New York State and also ones that do not 
have a huge budget.  Ms. Wolters suggested that going forward the committee should get to know the 
facilities better.  It was suggested that the facilities can do a brief presentation to the board at the June 
3, 2025 board meeting based on a series of questions that the committee will develop.  Dr. Cifuentes 
mentioned that the committee should have a zero-toleration policy for facilities speaking 
unprofessionally or bad mouthing the industry, breeders, or another aftercare facility on social media.  
This causes bad publicity for the Fund and the industry and should be used in evaluating allocation of 
promotional money in the future.  Discussion was also had about looking into groups that have been 
approved by other accrediting organizations in addition to those approved by the Thoroughbred 
Aftercare Alliance. 
It was also suggested that before this additional money is disbursed that the facilities that re-home 
horses will be checked to make sure they have a current Domestic Animal Health Permit which can be 
obtained from the NY Department of Agriculture for $50 for a two year permit. Ms. Wolters will have 
her team gather these. Executive Director Egan added that she will email the aftercare groups 
requesting a copy of their current permits. 



 

 

 
 
After some further discussion, a motion was made, duly seconded and unanimously adopted to 
approve the prorata allocation for this year and work to develop questions for the facilities in order to 
make a more informed decision in the determination of the allocation of future promotional 
spending.   
 
With no further business pending, the meeting was adjourned. 


