NEW YORK STATE THOROUGHBRED BREEDING AND
DEVELOPMENT FUND CORPORATION
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
AD HOC COMMITTEE ON PROMOTION
HELD APRIL 28, 2025

Location: 28 Clinton Street
Saratoga Springs, NY

Attendees: William Wilmot, DVM, Chair
Joe McMahon, Member VIA PHONE
Elizabeth Wolters, Deputy Commissioner, Agric. & Markets
Ralph Scunziano, Gaming Commission & Agriculture & Horse Breeding Dev. Fund

Staff: NYSTBDF Executive Director Tracy Egan
NYSTBDF Comptroller Kim Kurtzner

Fund Executive Director Tracy Egan called the meeting to order. The first item of discussion was the
status of Aftercare Facilities’ Domestic Animal Health Permit (DAHP). Ms. Egan explained that 2 facilities
did not have their DAHP in place, but are in the process of obtaining them. After some discussion, a
motion was made, duly seconded and unanimously adopted to provide money that was previously
approved from 2024 surplus to the facilities, if they have their DAHP in place by time checks are issued
at the July 22, 2025 meeting.

The next order of business was discussion of establishing a policy in regards to “only speak well of fellow
aftercare facilities”. Ms. Wolters suggested that it be called a “Social Media Code of Conduct” and
mentioned that various organizations have this in place. Dr. Wilmot agreed and suggested that Ms.
Wolters look into that for the Fund and that it should be one paragraph that is added to the
policy/application. Applicant will sign the application indicating “Failure to comply may lead to no
future aftercare promotional money”. Dr. Wilmot suggested that if the Fund suspects any problems or
issues with any facility that is receiving promotional money, that Ms. Egan should have a contact in place
with facility’s accrediting agency (i.e. TAA) and state police to report suspected issues.

Next, there was discussion about the methodology in allocating promotional money. Ms. Egan
explained that in the past, the Fund’s approach in allocating money was based on the number of horses
helped by an organization in NYS. Ms. Egan asked if the committee wanted to change this approach
going forward. After lengthy discussion, it was agreed that the weight should be on more horses. More
horses equate to more money. The Fund determined that re-homing of horses take priority over
sanctuary care and any other use of retired horses.



The next order of business was consideration of sponsorship requests that have been received: Rerun
(57500), CCE 4-H ($5,000), Lucky Orphans “Help a Horse Day” ($2,500); WNYT (Preakness up to $4000),
WNYT meet sponsorship ($15,915). After discussion by committee, all of the above were approved with
one caveat. Ms. Kurtzner pointed out that the backup from WNYT for the meet sponsorship indicated it
was for $15,645, however the email from WNYT said $15,915. Ms. Egan will follow up with WNYT on
the discrepancy and if cost is $15,645 the committee approves this spend.

As the next order of business, Ms. Egan asked the committee to consider buying membership in the
Founders Room at Saratoga Race Course for the Chairman and Board members. The cost for full season
would be $39,500 and if add Belmont Stakes Racing Festival additional $11,250 and Stars and Stripes
Festival additional $4,050. Ms. Egan explained the membership includes 5 seats inclusive of admission
to Saratoga Race Course, pre-fixe lunch, non-alcoholic beverages, tax, gratuity, race day programs and
seasonal parking in the 1863 Club lot adjacent to the building. On days the table may not be in use by
the Fund, they can be returned to be resold for a 20% fee and receive a refund check at the end of the
meet. Ms. Egan explained this will be a great opportunity for the Chairman to network with people in
the racing industry and to promote NY breds. Ms. Wolters asked if this was vetted thru ethics and is it
considered a gift? Mr. Scunziano also agreed that it should be discussed with Fund attorney to ensure it
is not violating any NYS Ethics guidelines. Ms. Egan will follow up with Fund attorney and NYS Ethics.
After lengthy discussion, a motion was made and duly seconded and unanimously approved the
$39,500 spend for the Founders Room table, as long as the Fund attorney and NYS Ethics sign off that
it does not violate any NYS Ethics guidelines.

Dr. Wilmot suggested that Ethics is also contacted about the use of the box that is included in the Fund'’s
annual sponsorship agreement with NYRA. He also suggested that the Chairman be the gate keeper or at
very minimum set parameters on who can use the box and table (if approved). Committee agreed.

The last order of business, Ms. Egan discussed nomination Maggie Seidman for the 2025 Aftercare
Champion. Ms. Wolters suggested for 2026 that a public call for nominations be made for Aftercare
Champions. Committee agreed. Motion was made and duly seconded and unanimously approved to
nominate Maggie Seidman as 2025 Aftercare Champion and to make a donation in Maggie’s name, up
to $1000 as long as donation meets aftercare guidelines and be in NYS. Award will be given at July 22,
2025 event.

With no further business pending, the meeting was adjourned.



