NEW YORK STATE THOROUGHBRED BREEDING AND DEVELOPMENT FUND
CORPORATION

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PROMOTIONAL COMMITTEE
HELD MAY 29, 2026

Location: 28 Clinton Street

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Attendees: William Wilmot, DVM, Chair

Joe McMahon, Member

Patricia Flores-Ahlschwede, Member

Elizabeth Wolters, Deputy Commissioner, NYS Department of Agriculture
Peter Moschetti, Gaming Commission

Ralph Scunziano, Gaming Commission

Fletcher Whyland, Agriculture & Horse Breeding Dev. Fund

Staft: Tracy Egan, NYSTBDF Executive Director
Kim Kurtzner, NYSTBDF Comptroller

Adam Lawrence, Registrar

Ms. Egan called the meeting to order. First order of business, Ms. Egan discussed a suggestion
made by board member Marty Mack to amend the policy regarding Aftercare promotional
spends to include a caveat that aftercare groups must be registered with the Charities Division of
the NYS Attorney General.

After discussion, a motion was duly made and seconded and unanimously approved to amend the
policy regarding the requirement to register with the NYS Attorney General’s office.

Additionally, the committee decided the policy should spell out that requests for promo spends
must made in writing for the committee members to review.

Second order of business, Ms. Egan reviewed requests from five organizations for funding.



The first request was for up to $2,500 from Finger Lakes Thoroughbred Adoption Program
(FLTAP) to fund the one-mile track walk it is conducting as a Fundraiser in June. Ms. Kurtzner
shared that the Fund has already spent $5000 with FLTAP in 2026. Last year, the Fund spent a
total of $27,000 with FLTAP. Ms. Egan reminded the committee that member Paty Flores-
Ahlschwede, DVM initiated a change a few years ago to encourage aftercare groups to spread
out requests throughout the year such that the Fund receives more positive exposure throughout
the year. It was noted that the Executive Director was waiting for the formal request to come in.
After discussion, a motion was duly made and seconded and unanimously approved for up to
$2,500, upon written request received from FLTAP.

The Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation requested $7500 to support upcoming events in
Saratoga, The Belmont Breakfast and a Polo event its holding. After some discussion the request
was unanimously approved.

Ray Whelihan requested a $500 spend to support spreading the word about a workshop he will
host a “Retraining OTTB Workshop™ at SUNY Cobleskill this summer. Retired Jockey Rosie
Napravnik will conduct the session and owners of off-track thoroughbreds will be invited to
bring their horses to the training event. A firm date had not been set when the committee met,
but it did unanimously approve the spend.

The next request was from Cornell Cooperative Extension/4H. Ms. Egan circulated the request
letter in which the request was for 5 tickets to the Saratoga Racetrack and $7,500 for support and
promotion of the 4-H and Equine programs in Saratoga County. Ms. Kurtzner indicated that they
received $5,750 in 2025. After discussion, a motion to change the dollar amount of the spend
down to $5000 was duly made and seconded and unanimously approved for the spend and to
provide 5 tickets to the Fund’s box at Saratoga race track for an instructor and four students.

The Committee discussed a request from the New York Race Track Chaplaincy to sponsor its
annual Fundraiser at Saratoga National Golf Course. After some discussion the Committee
unanimously approved spending $15,000 to sponsor the event and Executive Director Egan
mentioned that the chaplaincy will use the money to support its student mentoring program and
summer camp. She noted that the legislation that established the Fund specifically mentions that
it should foster youth to have an interest in horses and agriculture.

Next, member Dr. William Wilmot pointed out a spelling correction in the promo minutes from
the last promo meeting on 3/31/2026 after noting the error would be corrected, the committee
approved the amended minutes. The members also agreed that in the future, minutes can be
passed around for approval via email as otherwise a considerable amount of time may pass
before the next promo meeting is held. This will allow quicker posting of minutes.

Finally, Egan and member Joe McMahon brought up a committee directive for the Registrar that
was raised at a previous meeting: that the Registrar should send an email to the owners of new
mares purchased at public auction for more than $50,000 in the previous fall and that winter or



spring, reminding them that they need to produce a second NY foal in order for that year’s foal to
be eligible for Breeder awards. Registrar Adam Lawrence said that he sends the reminder when
the foal is being registered. Egan and McMahon felt the reminder should be sent in late spring
such that the owners are reminded about the requirement early enough in the year to get their
mares back in NYS within 120 days of last cover. A majority of Committee members decided
that was a board matter rather than a promotional committee issue and that it should be discussed
at the Board meeting coming up on June 2, 2026.

Finally, Committee Chairman Wilmot suggested the committee adjourn. All members agreed.



