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MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 18, 2025 MEETING OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON RACING

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Chairman Joseph McMahon, Breeder Member
Walt Borisenok, Breeder Member
Dr. William Wilmot, Breeder Member

FUND STAFF: Tracy Egan, Executive Director
Adam Lawrence, Registrar

The meeting was called to order and Executive Director Tracy Egan stated that she communicated with
NYRA VP of racing Andrew Offerman, who confirmed NYRA has no immediate plans to end the $5,000
bonus to owners of NY-sired winners of maiden and allowance races on the NYRA circuit. Egan inquired
about it based on an assertion by a breeder that she’d been told NYRA was contemplating ending the
bonuses before the MOU end date of 11-18-2027. Chairman McMahon shared that some breeders
“game the system” by not producing a second foal as part of the Fund rule that was enacted along with
the $5K bonus mentioned above. That rule allows mares purchased at public auction for $50,000 or
higher to ship to NY within 15 days of the final day of that particular sale, produce a foal and be allowed
to be covered by a sire standing outside New York State. In order for that mare’s first NY foal to earn
breeder awards, the mare must return to NY within 120 days of last cover and produce a second New
York foal. McMahon wondered how many mares are not producing the required second foal. Registrar
Lawrence informed the group that only about 5% of the high-priced mares fail to deliver a second NY
foal.

ACTION: The committee suggested that the registrar attempt to notify anyone who purchases a S50K+
mare as soon as we learn a mare has entered the state to remind them about the requirement to
produce a second foal in order for the first NY foal to be eligible to earn breeder awards. Further, the
registrar should issue a reminder to the owners of these mares, in July of each year, about the need to
return to the state within 120 days of last cover.

The second Agenda item was related to the NYRA racing calendar. Chairman McMahon informed the
committee that the NYTB told NYRA and NYTHA that it was in support of the racing schedule proposed
by NYRA to conduct 200 race days next year. Members were in agreement that the smaller trainers and
small breeders benefit most from winter racing and a stronger schedule of race days. They noted that
NY-bred runners constitute about 60 percent of NYRA starters.

ACTION: The members recommend adding an agenda item under the heading “matters relating to
racing” for the December 9, 2025 Board meeting. They directed the Executive Director to speak with

Chairman Brian O’Dwyer about the issue.

With no additional matters pending before the Select Committee on Racing, the meeting was adjourned.



